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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 16,17, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Reynolds (US 6,799,327). As regards Claim 16, Reynolds discloses a 
broadcasting system where a server (fig. 1.42) obtaining a program from a broadcast 
station (fig. 1.32) distributes that program to a plurality of communication terminals (fig. 
1.48) and where each communication terminal executes processing for the program, 
wherein, the server distributes input prompting data prompting the user of the plurality of 
communication terminals to input information required for progress of the program and 
receives data transmitted from the communication terminals; each of the plurality of 
communication terminals executes input prompting processing for prompting the user of 
the communication terminal to input information based on the input prompting data (fig. 
4C) and transmits to the server input data input in response to the input prompting 
processing; and the broadcast station obtains from the server the plurality of input data 
transmitted from the plurality of the input data (col. 5, lines 32-42). 
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As regards Claim 17, Reynolds discloses a server (fig. 1.42) obtaining a program 
from a broadcast station (fig. 1.32) and distributing it to a plurality of communication 
terminals (1 .48), the server comprising: a storage unit for storing input prompting data 
prompting the user of the plurality of communication terminals to input information 
required for progress of the program (col. 4, lines 8-12); an input prompting data 
distributing unit for distributing to the communication terminals the input prompting data 
stored in the storage unit (fig. 1.38); an input data receiving unit for receiving input data 
returned from the communication terminals in response to the input prompting data (col. 
5, lines 40-42); and an input data transmitting unit for transmitting to the broadcast 
station input data received by the receiving unit (fig. 1.40 and col. 3, lines 43-47). 

As regards Claim 19, Reynolds discloses further comprising a communication 
unit for establishing a communication link with the broadcast station (col. 3, lines 43-47 
and ) and receiving the program through the communication link and distributing to the 
plurality of communication terminal the program received by the communication unit (fig. 
1.46). 

As regards Claim 20, Reynolds further discloses the storage unit stores a 
plurality of the input prompting data for programs (such as advertisements) with different 
contents for each time slot broadcast by the broadcast station, and the input prompting 
data distributing unit distributes to the communication terminals the input prompting data 
for the program being broadcast by the broadcast station among the input prompting 
data stored in the storage unit (col. 4, lines 8-11). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ritter (US 

6,941,154) in view of Reynolds (US 6,799,327). As regards Claim 1, Ritter discloses a 

method of provision of a program comprising: obtaining by a server a broadcast data of 

a viewer participation program from a broadcast station (fig. 1.2); broadcasting by a 

broadcast station the broadcast data (fig 1.7);and, generating by the server (fig. 1.6) a 

mobile unit broadcast data from the broadcast data to distribute the mobile unit 

broadcast data to distribute the mobile unit broadcast data to a plurality of 

communication terminals (fig. 1.9) via a mobile communication network (fig. 1.8). He 

does not disclose distributing by server an input prompting data for prompting a user of 

the communication terminal to input information which is for progress of the viewer 

participation program; displaying by the communication terminal on its display the 

broadcast data and the input prompting data as an image; sending by the 

communication terminal to the server an input data that is input in response to the input 

prompting data; forwarding by the server that receives the input data these input data to 

the broadcast station; updating by the server a part of the broadcast data which is to be 

distributed to the plurality of the communication terminals based on the input data, and 

updating by the broadcast station the part of the broadcast data to be broadcast based 
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on the input data. Reynolds does disclose distributing by server an input prompting 
data for prompting a user of the communication terminal to input information which is for 
progress of the viewer participation program (col. 8, lines 7-11); displaying by the 
communication terminal on its display the broadcast data and the input prompting data 
as an image (fig. 4C); sending by the communication terminal to the server an input 
data that is input in response to the input prompting data; forwarding by the server that 
receives the input data these input data to the broadcast station; updating by the server 
a part of the broadcast data which is to be distributed to the plurality of the 
communication terminals based on the input data, and updating by the broadcast 
station the part of the broadcast data to be broadcast based on the input data (col. 7, 
lines 65-67). 

Ritter and Reynolds are analogous art because they both come from the same 
field of endeavor, namely the field of interactive television. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the 
art to add the "pseudo ads" of Reynolds with the wireless transmission system of Ritter 
to greater enhance the user's ability to interact with programming. 

As regards Claim 2, Reynolds discloses a method of provision of a program of 
Claim 1 , wherein the broadcast data (such as an advertisement) is recorded before 
broadcasting (fig. 1.35). 

As regards Claim 3, Ritter discloses a method of provision of a program of claim 
2, wherein the server (fig. 1 .6) obtains a broadcast data broadcast from the broadcast 
station (fig. 1.2). 
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As regards Claim 4, Reynolds discloses a method of a provision of a program of 
claim 2, wherein the server obtains a broadcast data from the broadcast station via a 
communication line connecting the server and the broadcast station (col. 3, lines 43-47). 

As regards Claim 5, Reynolds discloses a method of provision of a program of 
Claim 2, the method further comprising, before the deliver of the input prompting data, 
delivering to the plurality of the communication terminal a participation prompting data 
for prompting the user of the plurality of the communication terminal to participate in the 
viewer participation program, prompting by the communication terminal the user of the 
communication terminal to participate in the viewer participation program based on the 
participation prompting data (fig. 4C), sending by the communication terminal to the 
server a participation request input by a user who is prompted to participate in the 
viewer participation program (col. 8, lines 7-11). Ritter discloses sending by the server 
the input prompting data only to the communication terminal that sent the participation 
request, when sending the input prompting data to the plurality of the communication 
terminal (col. 4, lines 18-23). 

As regards Claim 6, Reynolds discloses a method of provision of a program of 
Claim 2, wherein, the broadcast station starts broadcasting the viewer participation 
program at a predetermined first time, and the server accepts receiving an input data 
before a second time that is after the first time, and does not accept receiving an input 
data after the second time (such as a lottery which always has a predetermined 
beginning and a predetermined end, when it is over) (fig. 4C). 
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As regards Claim 7, Reynolds discloses a method of provision of a program of claim 5, 
wherein, the broadcast station starts broadcasting the viewer participation program at a 
predetermined first time, and the server accepts receiving an input data before a second 
time that is after the first time, and does not accept receiving an input data after the 
second time (such as a lottery which always has a predetermined beginning and a 
predetermined end, when it is over) (fig. 4C). 

As regards Claim 8, Reynolds discloses a method of provision of a program of 
claim 6, wherein, the viewer participation program broadcast station is an auction 
program, the input prompting data delivered b the server is a data for prompting the 
user of the plurality of the communication terminal to input a bid, and the input data sent 
by the plurality of the communication terminal to the server is a bid input by the user 
(col. 3, lines 16-17). 

As regards Claim 9, Reynolds discloses a method of provision of a program of 
claim 7, wherein, the viewer participation program broadcast by the broadcast station is 
an auction program, the input prompting the data delivered by the server is a data for 
prompting the user of the plurality of the communication terminal to input a bid, and the 
input data sent by the plurality of the communication terminal to the server is a bid input 
by the user (col. 3, lines 16-17). 

As regards Claim 18, Ritter discloses further comprising a program receiving unit 
for receiving the program broadcast from the broadcast station and distributing to the 
plurality of communication terminals the program received by the program receiving unit 
(fig. 1.6). 



Application/Control Number: 09/995,531 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2617 

Claims 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ritter (US 6,941,154) in view of Reynolds (US 6,799,327) and Brown (US 
5,794,219). As regards Claims 10 and 11, Ritter and Reynolds jointly disclose the 
method of provision of a program of Claims 8 and 9, but do not disclose that it further 
comprises, after the second time, extracting by the broadcast station a data having the 
highest bid from the bid sent from the plurality of the communication terminal, sending 
by the broadcast station to the server the data having the highest bid, and identifying by 
the server the user of the communication terminal that sent the highest bid based on the 
data having the highest bid sent from the broadcast station, and sending by the server 
to the communication terminal of this user a winning notification. Brown does disclose 
extracting by the broadcast station a data having the highest bid from the bid sent from 
the plurality of the communication terminal (fig. 10.141), sending by the broadcast 
station to the server the data having the highest bid, and identifying by the server the 
user of the communication terminal that sent the highest bid based on the data having 
the highest bid sent from the broadcast station, and sending by the server to the 
communication terminal of this user a winning notification (fig. 10.141). 

Ritter, Reynolds and Brown are analogous art because they both come from the 
same field of endeavor, namely the field of electronic commerce. 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the 
art to add the auctioning system of Brown to that of Reynolds and Ritter so as to have a 
robust system to decide who is the winning bidder. 
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As regards Claim 12, Ritter discloses a method of provision of a program of claim 
10, further comprising, after sending the winning notification, prompting by the 
communication terminal the user to select the method of paying for the product, sending 
by the communication terminal to the server the payment method data selected by the 
user, forwarding by the server to the broadcast station the payment method data, and 
settling by the broadcast station the payment of the product won by the user based on 
the payment method (col. 5, lines 61-65). 

As regards Claim 13, Ritter discloses a method of provision of a program of 
Claim 1 1 , further comprising, after sending the winning notification, prompting by the 
communication terminal the user to select the method paying for the product, sending 
by the communication terminal to the server the payment method data selected by the 
user, forwarding by the server to the broadcast station the payment method data, and 
settling by the broadcast station the payment method data (col. 5, lines 61-65). 

As regards Claim 14, Ritter discloses a method of provision of a program of 
Claim 12, wherein the server comprises a data base storing information on users of the 
plurality of the communication terminal (col. 3, lines 54-58), and the server that receives 
the payment data from the communication terminal, based on the payment method data 
and the information on users stored in the data base, verifies if that user is the correct 
person, and, only when the user is verified to be the correct person, forwards to the 
server the payment method data (col. 6, lines 13-17). 

As regards Claim 15, Ritter discloses a method of provision of a program of 
Claim 13, wherein the server comprises a data base storing information on users of the 
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plurality of the communication terminal (col. 3, lines 54-58), and the server that receives 
the payment data from the communication terminal, based on the payment method data 
and the information on users stored in the data base, verifies if that user is the correct 
person, and, only when the user is verified to be the correct person, forwards to the 
server the payment method data (col. 6, lines 13-17). 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David R. O'Steen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7931. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 



Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



*** 




